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By J AT* IDS HUSTON 

WASHINGTON", Feb. IS— 
When President Johnson was 
tola uiit tne Central In tell i- . 
gcnce Agency's secret fund for ’ 
university students was., about 
to be exposed, he asked when , 
tne i line, started (1052), and no,, 
wanted assurance that the fund ■ 
nao stcppec. ‘ '• 

Mis first impulse; was to deal 
not with the problem but 1 with 
the politics of the problem. Sen- 
ator Hu gene McCarthy, who has 
been critical of the C.I.A., was 
telephoned in Florida; Senator 
William Fu lb right, who has 
•been critical of a lot of other, 
things, was told privately what 
was coming; and the A dm inis- ■ 
tration was especially careful 
to head off any public criticism 
by Senator Hob or t ■ Kennedy, 
who knew all about the fund 
when ho was Attorney General 
and therefore reacted prudently. 

4.1.0 tiivSiC Au*>»Oul 

Ti;e problem, however, re- 
mains. It is that the Communist ■ 
nations, ana particularly the Sc— 

. Viet onion, arc constantly trying - 
to influence university, leaders, 
labor union leaders, leading writ-'- 
ers end otner potentially power- 
ful individuals of the corning 
generation all over the world. 


many years ago 'as part of Mos- 
cow's plan to comrnunizc 'China. ■ 
This battle for. the allegiance \ 
’of -the coming loaders of the 
world has ' never really been • 
faced openly -and effectively by t 
the United States Government. 
Some funds have been voted 
, openly for cultural, - exchange, 
and student programs through 
the State Department, but Hep- ' 
resentative John Hooney of - New - 
York, who presides over the 
State Department's appropria- 
tions, has ’ never been ’ enthusi- 
astic about approving funds for 
-this extremely important intel- 
lectual ‘competition, and succes- 
sive administrations have chosen 
to evade the problem rather. 

■ than be candid about it. 

That is to say, instead' of ■ 
facing up to -Kooney and his- 
powerful associates in the Con- - 
. gress with a very good argu- 
ment, they evaded them by go- 
ing underground to the C.I.A.-v 
with a very bad and deceptive 
device. Instead of educating the 
-Congress on the hard facts' of 
a very complex intellectual and , 
■political war, they chose in- 
stead : to corrupt the leaders . 
of the youth organizations, de- 
, ceive vhe students, > and mislead 
.the Congress, the- universities 
and the country, not to mention 


posed deception' is interesting. v 
The White House 'has stopped- 
the funds ;■ ' and . - ducked. The' 

‘ f> tate ' OD apartment has issu ed 
|m unctuous v statement about. ■' 

• protecting the .'integrity of. stu- 
fonts, and the' liberals- in. .the'* 
£ongress .' have attacked the-. 
C.I.AH ; • '■"’*/ e . 
ti Hut the C.I.A, is not'-to blame/ 
Richard Helms, - the Directory 
tr.d .Cord Mycr, who presided^ 
4vcr these; programs for him/; 
..ire high-minded men .who were 
.carrying .. Out - policies ' ordered 
'. tom', above. The surprising thing 
i| not , that 'they were caught, . 
%it that' ■ the C.I.A. got away 
with this- for -so long. It docs, 
riot have the protection of an 
‘ dfiicial. secrets act, as in Britain, 

( It has no British. "D" notice to.' 
.yhirn publications against print--' 

. ing sensitive information. It has 
/al very large- ' personnel turn- 
,-oyer. It was confiding to new, 
'officers of the student organiza- ' 
-tfons every year. It has been- 
, ufidcr sharp newspaper surveil- ’ 
lance and university : criticism, » 
especially since the r start of- the 
bombing in’ Vietnam, and the 
leaders of ; ; ihe N.S.A. went to 
Vice President Humphrey last 
year ; and ' urged' him • to find 
.wbys of getting open. Instead of 
’secret funds.'//' , /■’ 


nor coming clean, 'ItJs trappeefr 
• in other confidences it has taken* 

' with other individuals and in- * 
.Vstitutions in , the labor unions/* 
/newspapers, press and radio v o£r:' 
■ the world, where again. its puc- 
A poses may be laudable but soma ! 
of its financial ■ arrangements 
'■are vulnerable.. 

The Flaw . : 

*♦.’ What has been needed for a., 
■■long time, and what is still v 
\ needed now, is a’ candid disc’us- 
■’,'sion of the problem of subver- 
sion, and Congressional approv--/ 
al ■ of a Government-supported, 
but privately, administered vnstl- 
tution that will defend the ha--, 
tion's interests in the intellcc- 1 
..tual communities of the world. ^ 
.This is what the British have; , 
had for generations in The Brit- / 
,ish 'Council, /which provides ' 
funds ,to support a variety* 
British intellectual,” social and * 
■'political interests. They get*: 
along very well over there with * 
•their comfortable f falsehoods;,- ' 
. and they arc not above corrupt-/- 
.. ing others, out ’.at least they do/ 
:not deceive or' cornipt them-/ 
/selves. .. . . ... .* ‘ 

v . ' Maybe . something ' like this 
"will come out of the present 
' controversy here/ . Meanwhile/*; 
our only consolation is that we ' 



Thao not only Mao Tse-tung . embroiling the. Government’s. /Yet nothing was done -until., must not .really be' such’ a, c 
and the other Chinese Comrnu-, department ■ of dirty tricks ' in' • tfe evidence, was out, and even’ > wicked people, because we rpnv 
nist leaders, but .oven. Chiang; -.homo front efforts, ‘ *' t -now the Administration, is /these secret./ conspiracies 
Kai-shek, spent time in Moscow. >’ The. reaction’ here to this ex-^ .hither; correcting /the problem -, clumsily, //.w*** 
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